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e wer, many circumſtances : contri- 
to give us the lead of Europe, while the 
French revolution was depending. In the year 
1792, We might have dictated a pacification to the 
. contending parties; or, if that failed, a well-· ordered 
and a well- armed neutrality would 'bave kept us in 
3 The riches of the world would have flowed 
into this iſland, not only from the ſources: of its. 
on commerce, improving and undiſturbed, but but 
Epen rom the calamities of other nations. The 
* advantages of that fort unate ſituation were 
too obvious to be miſtaken. . In departing from it, 
the miniſter could have no juſtification, But N 
and irrefiſtible neceſſity. To preſerve ſuch” 
tages, punctilios and formalities ſhould have — 
Adifregarded, and every diſpoſition, to explain and 
accemmodate any ſerious cauſe of | offence, ſhould 


have been accepted and encouraged. The guilt f 
_ the war, if it "Was voluntary, is to be meaſured, — 
al erimibal, action WI 


Hons. are, by its effects. Whe 
ings are well, it is s the be and duty SO. 
cutive governm ent „ 0. Great an 
tain poffeſſion is not 70 0 © haparded: for 
uifition ; much 


* 


„DDhen comes ther important 


of Engla 1d 3g e bel 7 | 

ficulties oO. 3 de e A - 
OY ons; ant 0% We 2 te called upon for efforts 
Tribune e ir ticate'/a* crifis'of immi- 
nent danger, M by the wiſdom, or repel- 
led by the vigour of the 
Whether the conduct and e 95 the war furniſh 
_ arational ground of confidence in their abilities, is a 


- queſtion open to the underſtanding, of all mep. That 
Which touches their integrity, is not fo eaſily deter- 


mined, nor by the ſame ſort of evidence. But it is, 
if poſſible, more important, and cannot be reviewed 
too oſten, or canvaſſed too minutely. + Under any ad- 
miniſtration, the ſpirit of the people is ſufficient to 
repel and defeat a direct attack. If it were vl 
for the enemy to land in force, a great deal of tran: 


firory-miſchief would enſue; but, ſooner or later, 


they muſt periſn in the attempt. This is not by 
any means the moſt wi ny view. of our fitu- 


ation. A war prolonged without, action or enter: 


gt hats BY 


priſe, an invaſion; threatened, and ſuſpended; and 
the expectation: of it continually ; hanging Over us, . 


are the ſureſt, and, for the enemy chemfelves, the 
fafeſt. inſtruments to accompliſh, the ruin of England. 
In the nature of things, this plan, if they adhere to 
it, cannot fail. To talk of expecting moderation 
and candoutr from a government provoked by in- 
jury and incenſed by inſults, to call them (traitors 
and aſſaſſins, and in the ſame breath to reproach = 
them wick artogance and treachery, as if the cha- 
tacder and the qualities were incompatible, is mere 
folly and impertinence. The ſerious queſtion is, 
not hether cheſe; people are good or bad, but * 
what means we are ever to be at peace with, them. 
ice; of an inquiry into the 
Wl; les aud proceedings pf our own government, 

2 iche that of France has been affected, by them. 


1 


to 


Enurſuls. of it th uld lead to a coneluſion, mo- 
5 a "0... 
of . 


t Adminiſtration. 
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follows af math that Kochen em © ht | 
utileſs it be contended, that the 1 8 0983 Fact 
perſoßs is too great a price to pay for the See 
'of the country. 17 FF ft 1 hd | 9 . 36 : 5 i 5g 1 
His Majeſty's miniſters affirm, that 793 
i e Faſt” nd we en t je} part jos Gre . 
tain; and that, in 1796 and 1797; wee 
to make peace, 2 and to renew the intercoutſe With 
France, were ſerious and fincere. Op the other ide 
it is afferted, that borh theſe propoßtions may be 
. falſe; but that both of them cannot be trud, „ unleſs 
it can be proved that, in 1796, the cbaracker of the 
war Was altered by events, which made the conti- 
| Abe of i it, on its original. principles, unjuſt and 
unn { The iſſue to be tried is, whether the 
d Fall they could at firſt to Arbid the Wat, 
nd,” at lat, to put an ente t. SYOR THE 
On the 18th of June 1792 Meußeur Ch WY 
in the name of Lovis the Sixteenth, invited bis 
Majeſty | to fad ſome means to put 4 ſtop th the 
ee progreſs of a confederaey againſt France, which 
, threatened the pesce, the liberty, ' and the hap- 
les pineſs of Europe, In feturn to this amisable 
5 appeal to his Majeſt 05 wiſdom, ' friendfhij 15 and 
| 
| þ 


good faith, he was informed that 4 His 5 
1 thought that, in the exiſting ret of 
er the war tel begun, the incerpoſition” f his: 
| | © councils, or of his good offices, could” be of no 
vt ufe; unleſs it was deſired by all the parties con 
W's cernec The pretence is weak and inſufficient; ME 
| but it proves the diſpoſirion! When all che parti 


95 -tHal power, no friendly offices are wanted to brin 
them back to a pacific temper. Peace is almoſt * 
 *gooc 45 made, when all the contending _— are 
cs 2, 5 2 . ae 


a war agree to defire the interpoſition of a _ 0 1 
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= TY be — ene to views of moderation, 
too encourage and promote a pacific diſpoſition, aud 
to favour that party, which ſeems the readieſt to 
liſten to reaſonable overtures, and to make conceſ- 
ions for the benefit of general accommodation. Such 


were the wiſe and honourable duties of England, 


Ds Then. his 1 5 mediation was s ſolicited and re: 5 
On the 23th < 8 1792, Lord Grenville ä 
| charged the' French Convention with having paſſed 


a decree calculated to encourage diſcord and revolt in 
every country. The French miniſtry denied and diſ- 
claimed the ſenſe attributed to the decree, and, in 


the ſtrongeſt terms, diſavowed any intention, on the 
of France, to act on the principles imputed to 


that government. When no act has been done, and 


when nothing but a ſuppoſed principle, or-general 
diſpoſition, is complained of, an expreſs difavowal 
of ſuch principle and denial of ſuch intention ought 
to be accepted; becauſe it is all that the caſe admits 
of. Aminiſter, who had ſeriouſly meant to preſerve 
75 peace, would have allowed them to know their own 
meaning, even tho' he had diftruſted their ſincerity. 
Inſtead of that, he ſays drily, I cannot conceal 
from you, that I have found nothing ſatisfactory 
ec in the reſult of 1 your. note, 1 we ſhall ne 
1 « our preparations. 


On the 31ſt December 1798, he tells Me eur 
Chauyelin, who bad taken the ſtyle of Minifter Ple- 


„ mipotentiary of France, that his letters of credence 
 . «©. were from the Moſt Chriſtian King, oF that he 
1 could not be admitted to treat with tl 


ng's M. 
Ky niſters in hf Jun he had aſſumed. 72 1 
[CO the mu r) 7793 Monſieur Chauvelin 


SIvOns 


7— . ⁵ M wr lf 2A CRORE? WEARS 17! ee» >. es 


5 


| | ; 


, the to countries ſhould. have liherty to paſs and 
© repaſs freely and ſecurely, without licence or paſſ- 


, port,” &c. and that this propoſed law, under a ge- 


neral term of deſignation, was principally directed 


In the ſecond. he repreſents. that ſhips, freighted 


with, corn for France, were ſtopt by order of Govern 
ment, and that, when'the prohibition was taken; off 
generally, as far as regarded foreign wheat, it was 
Rin enforced. againſt 8 and againſt France 
alone. Theſe complaints were ſupported by argu- 
ments in detail, which it would have been difficult 
to anſwer in the ſame form: but that, which can- 
not eaſily be anſwered, may very eaſily be ſlighted. 
Lord Grenville. returns the firſt, of theſe memorials, 
in a note of fix lines, as totally. inadmiſfible. Why? 
Becauſe Monſieur Chauvelin affumes a; character, 
which is not acknowledged. To the ſubſtance of 
the ſecond memorial he returns no anſwer at all, 
Why > Firſt, © becauſe it had been thougbt pre- 
« ferable in France 10 bring forward diſſculſies of 
* form.” Secondly, * becauſe he did not -know 
© 1n what. character Monſieur. Chauvelin; addrefied 
„ him.” An objection. to a diplomatic character 
when there is no doubt of the authority, is a dith» 
culty of form, and nothing elſe, and very unfit to be 
inſiſted on in ſo great and grave a queſtion as that 
of involving two nations in the miſeries of war. 
The language of power may be laconic, and they, 
who cannot reſiſt, muſt ſubmit to it. But ſuch 
. N 5 _ anſwers 
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Few Bill are in 


that a treaty, concluded by the Crown, may be an- 


nulled by à fobſequent” Act of ' Parliament 3 If it 


may, in the kirſt place, no foreign power is ſafe in 


treating With the Crown; + and then What right f 
have We to den 


that the French Directory may be 
reſtrained by previous act of their "conſtitution 
from making particular conceſſions, or to affirm, 'as 

we have. done, that there exiſted a'droit public; 


Co Europe paramount to any droit public they en : 


2 


e 


«© think Proper” to elkablich e 2 


On the 20th of Jaan 17057 a 
pofivety refuſed to receive his new re TR 


n 


the Republic, and on the 24th, 225 biw an och er 
to quit the kingdom. EY ofa. Rats 
| Voety early in that year th 
by a variety of reverſes and diſaſters, and RS 
ſubtrit to any tertns for an accommodation with 


12 Fenn We ABI - 


Englang.- On the 28th of February, another Minif= 
ter Plenipotentiary (Monſieur Marer) arrived in 


England. It is not certain that bis offers and ſub- 
miſſions were liſtened to at all; but it was faid that 
they were rejected as incompatible. with the honour 


and dignity of the Engliſh nation to accept; and, 


on the Ath of March, be was: ordered to quit che 
Kkiagdom in three days. In the beginning e of A pril, 8 
Monſieor le Brun, Miniſter for Foreign "Aire. 
wrote to Lord Gtenville, to defire 4 paſſport for a 
perſon veſted" with full powers to terminate all dif-. 
| Md oily Great Britain. Of this requeſt no fort 
001 notice was taken. W ID makes 5 


0 edles, 


o the Commercial | 
Ws Miniſters mean to tay. 


* 
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e notives A /o/ 
: 755 „ POP 1 
In ee 1792, the F 1 —— * pol- 
follian of the greater. part of F landers, feſelved to 
ſend ſome, of their yetlels. up the Sche Lata to attac * 
Antwerp. How this act was 1 Britih 
Government is freſi in the. memory of all men. If 
the French, badi ſent a fleet into the Thames, the 
outcry raiſed ag Naben inſt them could not have been more 
violent. N 1 could endure it, but the Dutch 
themſelyes, who ſhowed no ſign ol life, and were 
very unwilling that we ſhould meddle — their 
affairs. They had no anxiety about the navigation 
of the Scheldt. What they. really dreaded. Was our 
inter poſition and aſſiſtance. We forced it upon them, 
CO ove them into the LE and we accompliſhed 
1 deſtruction. 5 . 
But it was ſaid that * real ſources of the war lay 
deeper than in any offences or provocation of this 
ſort ; that other cauſes of difference might have been 
accommodated, but that French principles. were 
never to be tolerated or forgiven, much leſs to be 
admitted amongſt. us. While all manner of topics 
and pretences were taken in aid. of the main argu- 
ment, the avowed predominant. purpoſe. of the war 
was to reſiſt, the propagation of principles deſtrugdive 
of all order and ſociety, and, above all things, to pre- 
vent their introduction into England. On is 
ground, the War was uniformly. maintained. to be 
what, Miniſters called, juſt and necefſary—a common 
technical, character, equally : and invariably given, by. | 
all parties, to all. wars, of their own making. ar 
is not to be undertaken or deſended on eneral Prin- 
k es of Fa much less of expecievey. One 
nati 


2 ation 


7 


IS ne 1 Micki. erer cs," Jo ab ; 
Ys , apo nothin WE 5 5 N er . 


ne 2 very 11 Rey to | _ 5 41 
to. this hour it is not. ee wi The f 55 
dens BEL principal Miniſters, and of | heir 
' adherents, the French Government, under every 
_  - change ir has experienced, was and is a collection 
of robbers, traitors, and affaffins, incapable of main- 
raining. the | lations of peace and amity with their 
/ * a Ighbouts, and therefore properly the objects of 
vengeance and extermination, rather than of legiti- 
mate war. Such language, though it were true, 
9 7 do no credit to the wiſdom of rhoſe who uſe | 
it. A prudent Minifter, a ſtateſman, with any ex- 
rience of the uncertainty of human affairs, ſhould 
pr ſuppoſed the poſſibility of a reverſe, and not 
_ have ſhut the door againſt future reconciliation. 
Neither is it honourable, or even ſafe, for a great 
nation, to treat at all with impious robbers, parri- 
cides, and aſſaſſins. But, while Miniſters gave way 
to this imprudent paſſion, and indulged themſelves 
in ſuch raſh and uſeleſs invectives, is it quite clear 
that they were in carneft? Did they then, do they, 
no, believe that the ſame Government, to _ 1 
5 7 have repeatedly offered a project of * per 
| 95 299 of fincere and conſtant friendſhip, - 1 ; 
rocal amity and intercourſe,” was nothing but 
.a faithleſs band of traitors and murderers? Has 
k . 0 been any change in the principles of theſe 
people? Is it true that they have aſked pardon of 
: Be and man for their manifold offerices? If nor; 
why are their principles leſs dangerous now, when 
they are crowned and ccnfirmed by ſucceſs, When 
even we acknowled ge that they have at laſt produced 
a Government fit for the King of Great Britain to 
treat with, khan * were ts” e The — 
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and he principle: ame. e Malme 
was not inſtructed to obje be 0 proteſt 4 

againſt the other. Both am 555 5 el 5 broke off 
on queſtions of profit and Epriociples. A 
In all the diſpatches of the trwarmbames. there is nor — 
a ſingle word about morality or Teligion, nor even of 


that obnoxious doctrine which was to occaſion re- 


volt and diforder in every country. If the French 


would have relinquiſhed Flanders in 1796, or the 


Cape and Ceylon in 1797, we ſhould hive heard no: 
more of their morals or their crimes... By offering 
to compound with ſuch principles, and to unite with: * 
ſuch parties, the Miniſter conſeſſes that their crimes | 
and their principles had little or no concern in 
real motives and objects of the war. In fact, it how 
appeared, that the purpoſe of the alliance was to diſ-. 
member France, while the Allies ane 52 "ny 
but morality and religion. 5 
The laſt, and not the leaſt infiſted. on among the | | 
chad againſt the French, was, that: they pk hi 
war firſt, With a. willing, audience, any .nonſevſe 7 


—_ 


is as good as any argument. A declaration of war - 


is not an act of aggreſſion. It rather ſuppoſes: an 
antecedent injury received, and ſatisfaction e 
manded, and refuſed. Whether well founded or 1 
not, it allen the character of frankneſs and m 

nanimity, by announcing the hoſtility it abend 

and putting the enemy on his defence. If our 


ground was good, if the war on our ſide was juſt at 
any time, it was ſo before February 1793, and our 
declaration ſhould have preceded: theirs. In the 


conduct of great affairs, the advantages of cunning 
are very inconſiderable. By provoking a challenge, 
or driving your opponent to break the peace, you * 


may poſſibly have the law on your fide in a private 


quarrel. Between nations this is not policy, but : 
Goon: : and a FO * do, that deceives nobody. [ 
Cc N 
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0 Top en turn no > expedtation FR his . 


ebe che war was juſt anc 
contend that the Shen 


of the French * is improved, or that the 


wat was leſs juſt and neceſſary in 1796 or 1797, than 
it was originally. Nevertheleſs they have offered to 


 Negoriate, and, as they ſay, with a ſincere intention 


_ We are then to conſider what. mea- 


ſates they lab to inſure ſucceſs to the negotiation, 
and for what oftenfible reaſons they broke it off. 
The validity of the ſecond will throw ea light on the 
fiticerity of the firſt. The propoſition to be believed: 


15, that the object, which they had moſt at heart in 


2796 and 1797, was to eſtabliſh a fincere and conflant 


friendſvip and a reciprocal intercourſe (in the terms of 


| Lord Grenville's project) with an abandoned erew, 
with he fame individual junio: of aſſalins *, who were 


and are incapable of maintaining the relations of 


- peace and amity with any body. It would be uſe- 
leſs now to look back to the particulars of Lord 


DOTY s firſt embafly, except to obſerve that, 
83 Belgium, of which the French were in 

fon, and which it was impoſſible for us to wreſt 
5 of their hands, we might have had a tolerable | 
pesce in December 1796, and ſaved the ſuperfluous 
expence and diſtreſs of two campaigus at leaſt, with | 
all their poſſible conſequences. The language of | 


our Government, on that ſubject, is never to be 
forgotten. On the 17th of Decembet 1796, Lord ; 


Malmeſbury ſays to Monfieur de la Croix, I ſhould 


„ not deal fairly with you if I heſitated to declare, | 
ec in the outſet of our negotiation, that, on this point, 
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atured b | * ! * 2 0 
to his Britannie 


Ambaſſad mad Secnndiſn illed with my mark 97 
ignoming ang e Audied inſult, refined and 
neh Ado y, had been offered 

| 2 ty ; and then he aſked'whether, 
s after the King s Miniſter had been ordered, in 
ce the m inſulting manner, to leave the terri- 
44 toties of France, after our propoſitions lad been 
< flighted, and our Ambaſſador inſulted, were we, 
e by ſending couriers to Paris, to proſtrate our 
ſelves at the feet of a ſtubborn and ſupereilious 


| &. Government, to do what they require, and to 
© ſubmit to whatever they may impoſe? I hope 


<< there is not a hand in his Majefty's couticils. 
* which would fign the propoſal ; that there is not 


a heart in this Houſe, who would ſanction the 


66 meaſure; and that there is not an individual 
% in the Britiſh dominions, who would act as che 
“ courier.” Such language, whether true or not, 


may ſerve to inflame a popular aſſembly, but is not 
prudent or juſtiffable in a Miniſter of State. How 


can he adhere to it without perpetual war? H 
can he retract it without everlaſting infamy? Tbe 
French made no apology. They offered no repa- 
ration. Vet, in leſs than ſix months, when the 
Miniſter himſelf had ſo degraded the office that no 
gentleman ought to have accepted it, the ſame hand 
was found to ſign, the ſame heart to ſanction, and 
the ſame courier to carry the meſſage, exactly to 


the ſame parties. Whether this miſerable ſtep in- 


dicated any thing but a ſudden panic, muſt be de- 
termined by the circumſtances that preceded, and 
the conduct that followed it. The hearts of men 
are not ſo eaſily changed.” The French peace with 


the Emperor, the inſolvency of the Bank, and the 
mutinies in the Fleer, were enough to frighten Mi- 
5 niſters, as they did the nation. But fear is not the 


parent of * and ſincerity. Without opening 
. ü a the 
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mak be a ber ry Cars to. dis muſt be 


manifeſted by a temperate, if not arnſcabte- language, 
and by all the acts of kindneſs and conciliation, 


which a ſtate of war will admit of; otherwiſe the 


forms of a negotiation” -avail nothing Prudent and 


temperate proceedings, not haſty ſubmiſſions, pre- 


pare the way and diſpoſe the minds of hoſtile: powers 5 


to treat with moderation and good faith. On any 


other footing, a mere pacification, if it could be ob- 
tained, would be nothing but a malignant truce,” in 
which 'the hoſtile mind would remain, and the pre- 


paration for hoſtiliry continue. If, while you offer 
peace in terms, your actions and diſcourſes indicate 


nothing but ſuſpicion, hatred; and revenge, you may 
poſſibly purchaſe a ceſſation of arms by conceſſions 
and ſacrifices ; but you leave the enmity entire, and 
ſtrengthen it againſt you by the price you pay for 
a temporary ſuſpenſion of its effects. To make 


peace without friendſhip, unleſs you could dictate 


the terms inſtead of receiving them; is not merely 
uſeleſs, but extremely dangerous; eſpecially with an 
enemy, who owe you nothing but hatred, who know 
that you aim at their utter deſtruction, and who 
never can believe that the prefent Miniſtry can be 


in earneſt in their pacific profeſſions, unleſs they are 


the falſeſt and vileſt of mankind, or unleſs they are 
reduced to the laſt extremity. - While the negoti- 
ation laſted, invectives and abuſe againſt the French 
Directory went on as uſual, or with very little in- 


terruption, in the newſpapers paid and inſtructed by 


our Government. Every man in London knows 


that theſe papers ſpeak the language of Miniſters, 


and that they are kept in conſtant pay, on purpoſe 
to 6.44 ended the e to adopt the ſentiments and 
views 
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The i. 1 . „ in 
himſelf unexceptionable, was not calculated to in- 
ſpire the Freneh with confidence, or io conciligte 

and diſtruſted him. Tbe Dieu ſaid, 
that < another choice would bave augured more fa. 


Vi voutably for the ſpeedy -conclufion of a peace,” i” 
Lord: Grenville: ſaid, 225 that this remark of the Di- 
« rectory was: certainly not of:a nature to Toquire ny. 


«© anſwer.” : The ſtrict right of our G 


chooſe. their Ambaſſador is not denied, Hor was it dif | 
puted by the French. But, in human dealing, ſtrict 
right is very often more offenſive than injury, becauſe 


it furniſhes no regular cauſe of complaint, eſpecially 
if it be of no real or important uſe to the party that 


aſſerts it; and til} more, if it be harſhly-or aner 


N —wred maintained. 


To juſtify the Miniſter in breaking off the negoti- | 


ation, he is bound to prove, not only that the de- 


mands of the French were unjuſt and unreaſonable, 
for ſuch they might be in articles of no conſequence, 


but that they could not be granted without ſuch 


danger, as exceeded the riſk, and ee the 


conſequences of continuing the war. 


1. The French Plenipotentiaries abjefted te to the 44 


title of King of France uſli umed by His: Majeſty. 


They ſaid it was eſſential to the full acknowledge- 


ment of their Republic, that this regal title ſhould not 


exiſt any where. Lord Malmeſbury endeavoured to 


make them feel, but without veces, that it Twas ci. 
ling for a mere word ! | 
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2. Their ſecond demand was BY Aa 1 TAY of ” 


* * taken and deſtroyed at Toulon, or an equi - 


valent 


: - e 4 
4 > & mit — , 
; 3 Toy 92 9 1 § Ve 
5 a "4 x 
7 & h £ ISS 
: R- 1 5 
- WF £ : * -” 
<<. — 7 2 a 1 * * * 
2 4 . - mo 
A 2 — 4 8 71 of 
5 — ; vg 
o A o ry + * E 
Wr N 8 
Ken 5 
: 7 l. * n * 8 Uhr 
"Ws * 1 2 HATE yo ; b 


& G "a "4 7 Y . 1 
1 — n + „ . 2 K 
s 0 £ + Tf 8 8 My 32 ff "8. 1 
* we, - g Wn * — I FAY - PE -% - LY A K 
- Ae? IO Ly 5 ba 1 3 n 174 4 * * o 
N $ N We; 0 Ns 8 wa S + RY . . e 8 8 5 00 E 
5 | * em. TD, Oo 1 Hie * 

. + 9 ; 2 IT UPS 1 * | IS = p 3. +7 

25 18 N 8 31 I a 4 | | b „ 
p V b | ' 4 9 b A * * — 4 x 


/ F a 2 POS. © * Li 3 I 
oO ts c + fa 2 : 7 tw th ar ns J 
E d, or more likely | 
4 ; k 5 7 : SES. FIX 1 y 
Ws... 4 y . 
7 a J KY * 


ſiſted on by the French. 
it came upon bim unem pecteiſ 
French ftands thus: Hn_ 


cc 


bury, without attempting to anſwer the argument, 


0 . \ 13 2 | . | 

- ſhall} be re-eſtabliſhed in France, the ſhips and 
forts, which ſhall have been put into the hands of 
the Engliſh, hall be reſtored to the French nation, h 
<« inthe tame ſtate they were in, when the inventory 

was delivered. By treating with the Republic, 

you acknowledge the exiſtence of a competent 
government, to which every reſtitution, due to the 

French nation, ought to be made. Lon cannot 
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Z not quite clear what the objection to His Majeſty's re- 


taining the title of King of their country, is on their 


oben Weregcm 155 are called frivolous and 
0 ally folid advantages 10 Frauce. It is 


part, @-mere cavil about a word, whatever it may be 


on ours. But that the recovery of their ſhips ſhould 


not be a ſolid advantage to them i is, to ay the leaſt of - 


f 1 an extravagant propoſition. 443] i Eo 
I beſe, however, were not the difficulties IS os 


an end to the negotiation; it was not quite deſpe- 
rate until the French Plenipotentiaries called on Lord 
Malmeſbury to declare, whether he had or had 
4 not ſufficient powers to treat on the principle of 


N 


“ a general reſtitution of every poſſeſſion belonging 


% to them and their allies, which remained in His 
* Majeſty's hands.” This demand was accompa- 
nied with a ſpecific explanation, which cannot fairly 


be ſeparated from it, viz. © That an inquiry into 


6 the nature of the diſcretionary authority confided 5 


4 in a Miniſter by no means implied an intention 
% of requiring him to act up to 1, to its utmoſt 
«© limits. The demand and the explanation muſt 


be taken together, and conſidered as one propoſi - 


tion. To any other Ambaſſador, the French pro- 
bably would not have thought it neceffary to put 


ſuch a queſtion. They had not forgotten that, in his 
former embaſſy, at every communication, he was in 


want of the advice of his Ceurt Whether this : 


was their motive or not, it is evident that, if they 
had meant by this ſtep to put an end to the nego- 


tiation, they would have inſiſted on the queſtion 
4 me 77 een the ne Lord nen, ; 


1205 1 * * Delcros, December 19, 3 
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ſays, that © their queſtion wan 
« his full powers, but to ret_ 
„the nature of bis inch 
place, he anſwers their qq 
he then affirms, that the extent po 
the nature of his inſtructions, are one and the ſame 
thing. But for this he aſſigns no reaſon; nor does 
he at all ſpecify or intimate what the inconvenience 
or diſadvantage would have been, if he had given 
them a direct anſwer in the affirmative, Which he 
might have done in the terms of Lord Grenville's 
official note of the 17th of June, viz. That his full 
powers included every caſe, and gave him the moſt, 
& unlimited authority to - conchude any articles, trea- 
ce ties, &Cc., or in the very terms of their own: de- 
mand, underſtood according to the explanation with 
which it was accompanied. They knew as well as 
he, that, in the exerciſe and application of his 
powers, he muſt be governed by his inſtructions; - 
and that he might be as effectually reſtrained, by his 
inſtructions, from making particular reſtitutions, as 
he could be by any limitation in his powers. If he 
| had faid Zes, the negotiation muſt have proceeded, 
and poſfibly might have ended with ſucceſs. What 
were the avowed objects that ſtood in the way of it? 
The Cape and Ceylon. In our declaration of the 
25th of October 1797, it is aſſerted, that France EE. 
* has infiſted that His Majeſty ſhould give up, , — 
* without compenſation, and into the hands of his 
« enemies, the neceflary defences of his poſſeſſions 
* and the future ſafeguards of his empire.” Now | 
of this Declaration the two firſt articles- are palpably 
untrue. The queſtion was, not whether 2 3 
Malmeſbury ſhould actually conſent to the reſtitution 
of all our conqueſts, but whether he had powers to 
treat to that extent. eats. CR 2 
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plain and Une of the Declaration, that, Ar | 
SE fleffons 1 in Todia could not be defended, that ou 
8 Indian e i pire was not ſafe, without the Cape and 
the Dut FN 
3 While France and Holland: had. FY marine ſufficient 
to cope with us in the Indian ſeas, and while the 
- French held a powerful. eſtabliſhment i in the Carn 
5 fy the Britiſh empire was not only defeneible and 
| { 


Nor is it poſſible to conceive a rational argument, 


true policy and prudence, and that its danger, if 
_- 2ny, aroſe from its unhounded frontier and* unma- 


| fenceleſs without them at any time, and particularly 
= now, when the. power of France and Holland is an- 
nihilated in India, are queſtions, which the writer of | 


till you muſt conſider the price you are to pay for 
them. Are they worth the coſt and charge of 
fingle campaign ? Do they pay the ex pence of their 


tence ſet up ſor the real purpoſe of continuing the 


J "Mw 
0 91. courſe, i it 00 be 
1 — 8 I The 7 le 13 VIZ the Cape and 
1 be . 355 neceſſary defences o His 
. We ; he future Jaſeguards of, his 


ſettlements in Ceylon? The fact is, that 


„but grew and increaſed beyond the limits 0 


nageable extent. How the acquiſition of the Cape 
and Ceylon could be a ſecurity agaipſt that ſort of 
danger, or why our other poſſeſſions, ſhould be de- 


the Declaration has not. thought; fit to meddle with. 


by which the affirmative on either of them can be 
made out. But, if the aſſertion were in any degree 
true, and if theſe acquiſitions, were ever ſo valuable, 


eſtabliſnments, or any part of it? Do we really want, : 
theſe places for defence and ſecurity ? Are we. never 
to make peace without them? Or is it only a pre- 


war? The Miniſter is bound to Rate; his reaſons | 

for affirming, that the Ca and Ceylon are the neceſ 

fary, tal 4 his Majeſty's polleſſions, and the lake. f 
Hint x * . . Suard 
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of his country, The French object to him not becauſe - 
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Means by that declarstion by 
ficiently anſwered by a conn 10 
If this ſtate of the facts ben_ 


war, not 'onl 
out a provoc 


abandoned what he called the moral principle of the 


war; that, in offering to renew the intercourſe be. 


tween England and France, confidering how France 
iſt conſtituted,” he has abandoned what be called the 
fundamental policy of the war; that theſe ſteps were 


taken not ſeriouſly: for their pretended object, but to 
anſwer other purpoſes; that, if he bad been fincere 


in deſiring it, he might have had peace long ago'on 


tolerable terms; ; that the Directory now will never 
make peace with bim, becauſe they cannot truſt kim; 


and that, as long as che war is continued, they w wil 


riſe in their demands. The Miniſter will fay that he 


is | ayes of their enmity, and that the diſtruſt of ſuch 
gives him an additional claim to the confidence 


he is hoſtile to them, but becauſe they think his 


conduc has been, treacherous. Durante bello, he ought 
to be theit enemy; but he ought not to offer peace 
with one hand, while,” with the other, he foments 
"plots and conſpiracies to overturn their government. 
Admitting however the merit of this hoſtile character, 


and forgetting that, as long as jt prevails on hig own 
prineipſes, there can be no peace with France orſet- 
tlement of Ireland, has he, after all, a real claim to it? 
Ar firſt he denounees immortal hatred to * French, 
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Gderatiobs are valid, the-conclaibn em them may 

be quaſhed by power, r denied by prejudice, but 
cannot be refifted' in argument; that the Minifter 
has voluntarily plunged the nation into this diſaſtrous 

y without juſtice or neceſſity; but with- 
tion, and in the face of ſubmiſſions little 
1 ſhort of ſapplication ; that, in offering to treat with 
impious regicides, robbers, and affaffins, he has 
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„ 70 1 0 5 12 ee OY bravia, „ Nabe, . | 
He Gl mal en a cordial offer of pe hp 
eace, ſincere friendihip, - and mutual ones 
hen that fails, he goes back to his enmity. He 
55 makes them a ſecond tender of. bis moſt ſincere 
amity; and now he reyerts to his enmity again. 
Bellum, par rurſum. He reviles and courts the 
fame. Horſes | alternately, and Farliament vibrates. 
1 him. 3 8 4 
In what e ee this ak and neceffary war, if 
ever it can be ended, will leave us at laſt, may ap- 
pear doubtful to thoſe, who are not ſtruck with the 
actual reſult of it. They, who thrive by the preſent 
diftreſs, are not likely to be alarmed by future dan- 
gers. The vermin feed, and the animal dies. In 
the laſt five years, the Miniſter has waſted above two 
hundred millions of money borrowed, beſides all the 
growing income of the country, and an immenſe ar- 
rear of debt anaccounted avd unprovided for. He 
ſet out with an aſſociation of the principal powers of 
Europe, whom he paid, and of the inferior ſtates, 
© whom he forced to join in the confederacy; and now | 
we have but one friend left, who, if not attually nego- 
tiating with, France, makes no contribution to the 
gh and muſt fink, if ſhe is not ſupported by the 
protection of Great Britain. ls there another power 
in Europe, that would not gladly promote the down- 
| Fall of England? They Fe e us ſtand aloof, com- 
manding the ſea, and apparently in ſafety, encourag- 
ing,  brihing, or bullying other nations to perſecute 
and deſtroy one another. On the Continent, the En 
liſh Government, and not the French, with all their 
enormities, are conſidered as the original incendiaries 
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the empire, inſtead of conti = 70 the 
cauſe, is proclaimed to be in 4 of 


lion, and with difficulty kept doun by a gteat army, 


2 


+5 
: 8 


-ployed againſt France, but Which ia now in {i uch a 
ſtate, as to be formidable to every one; but the enemy. 


the country muſt be, where ſoldiers range at large, 


pline. But the groans of Ireland are too diſtant to 
be heard. Her ſorrows are not ſeen. The drefles 


tianity are performed. 


the people may be fairly 
which are ſaid to be neceſſary to counteract it; an 
immenſe ſtanding army, barracks in every part of the 


Mi nt 5 HS 
Since the year 1793, the property of the public 


which the enormous increaſe of the maſs makes it im- 


a ſinking fund of four millions, augmented by the 
fall of public credit, and acting on à capital ſo de- 


preciated, is to keep the 3 per cents. at a fluctuating 
_ Price between 48 and go. Mans mrs poet... 


of financial power in his hands, the Miniſter bas been 
fearful of encountering. another loan; and now he con 
feſſes, that, under the meaſures of his adminiſtration, 


paid by England, which ought to have been em- 


of the opera are corrected, and all the duties of Chriſ- | 


country, the Bill of Rights ſuſpended, and in effect a 


| Specific evidence is unneceflary. The condition of 
the army is ſufficient to prove what the condition of 


not only without civil authority, but without diſci- 


In England and Scotland the general diſpoſition of - 
udged of by the means, 


. creditor has loſt about half its marketable value, 


_ poſſible it ſnould ever recover... The whole effect of 


ob 


Pr credit has been ſo much impaired, that it has 


become abſolutely neceſſary to give additional ſup- _ 


| port and ſecurity do the national funds, by-makii 


the 


away that reſtraiut, an 5 
| may it be, but an inſtrument of enormous TOE St 


* 


_ raitor-- The Bank is identified with' Government, 
And, wich their connivance, may .iſſue its paper to any 


unknown amount. An act of Parliament is always 
ready to ſhelter them from the demands of their law- 
ful ereditors. The only effectual ſecurity to the 


public, againſt an exorbitant emiſſion of Bank Pat = 


is to be obliged to pay in ſpecie on demand. 
hen what is the Bank. 0 e 


__ 7 in the hands of the Miniſter ? 0 —- 

The final fate of the Funds is Wehe not W 
in the inſtant exigencies of the war, but in the ne- 
ceſſities which the war will entail on the peace. To 
provide for the eſtabliſhments, and to pay the intereſt 

of the debt, out of any ſund, that does not invade the 


ſources of production, is palpably impoſſible. But a 


nation, that ſupplies its income out of its capital, 
lives on the ſeed, and then the queſtion is, not whe- 


can ſupport the extraordinary effort. The demand, 


that exceeds the ability, is ſure to leſfen it; chat f ib, 


8 che inability increaſes with the demand. 


Agaioſt An invaſion, all hearts and wie: 1 . 
5 unitedg But why chould the French run the riſque of '/ 


an attempt ſo deſperate, if not impracticable, when 


e plain that they can effectually ruin us without wo 
- + Their purpoſe i is ſufficiently anſwered by the menace; 
| Me ny on This amt che alarm i is ge Dh we 2 {pur 


The ſuperior geil and 3 ee eee 


eee have been attended, as I truſt they vers Will 
: be, with ſucceſſes that lere and adorn the naval 
; Charges 


: | UW, WH br predicted. tkat e 5 would 
= Jnbw: heew pitist a 13 a 24 or proſeribed as a 


5 ther a great emergency may not demand and juſtify 
2 great exertion, but how long the ordinary ſtrength 
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5 & theſe great events are bug 
they are wiſely applied: 


and determination; nor even on; the prudence of the © 


5 remaining reſources, not for the purpoſe of attempt: 1 1 


their part, or much inconvenience to their affairs, 


they may dazzle and miſle 125 . 7 
reſpective condition of Fra ay” f 4 
rogerher, and eomprehending WW Ft: aces, Sues 15% —_ TY 5 5 1 
ſuch victories make no pk on "the. courage . | © 


enemy, and when even the Engliſh are not elated b 
them? We are maſters of the ocean; while almoſt 
all the ports of Europe, from the Texel to Venice, 
are ſhut againſt us. Our fleets may keep the ſea unn 
til the ſhips are worn out, while the French pres 
dominate on ſhore, and may, if they will, 1 the 4 
trade of the Continent. ET | 

This country is now at the utmoſt NY of all 5 


ing any vigorous operation againſt a vulnerable 
enemy, Which, if it ſucceeded, might reduce em. 
to reaſonable terms, but, if poſlible, to defend the — 
two iſlands againſt an invaſion, which the enemy max 
continue to hold over us, with very little effort on 


until the nerves and finews of England are broken 
by exertions, unavailing while they laſt for any pur- __ 

oſe of attack, and . impoſſible to be continued. C 
With all the means of ſucceſs, and weapons of vie. 
tory in his hands, Mr. Pitt has made the French 1 — 
Republic what it is. We have it from an authority, 3 
which ſome men ſhould reſpect, that while he arme 
and navies of England have hes given him without e 


* 


ftrition, and its treaſures poured out at his feet, bis un. 2 
' proſperous prudence has produced all the effetts of the 


vlindeft temerity, and finally left this country nothing, „ 
but her own naked force, to oppoſe tbe imminent TOW. W 
of falling under the n of France - *. „„ 
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